
 

Concordia English Graduate Student’s Association 

SAGE Council Minutes 10/08 
 

08 October 2015 / 10:00 AM 

ATTENDEES 
Chair: Colin Young 

Minutes: Eileen Holowka 

Present: Caitlyn, Rachel, Torin, Eileen, Sara, Colin 

Regrets: Liam 

AGENDA 
● Approval of the Agenda 

● Approval of the Minutes of the Last Meeting 

● Chair’s Remarks 

● Presidential Address 

● Reports on SAGE Activities 

○ Academic Rep 

○ Creative Rep 

● TA Kitchen Access 

● Finance 

○ GSA Departmental Allocation 

○ Budget 

○ Bank Accounts 

● Graduate Colloquium 

● Headlight Anthology 

● Social 

○ Concordia Write Nights 

○ Yoga Nights 

○ Christmas/New Year’s Party 

○ Study Breaks 

○ New Initiatives 

● Other Business 

 



 
 

● Adjournment 

Approval of the Agenda 

● Motion to approve the agenda.  

○ First: Rachel, Second: Torin, Approved: Unanimous 

Approval of the Minutes of Last Meeting 

● Motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting. 

○ First: Sara, Second: Caitlyn, Approved: Unanimous  

Chair’s Remarks 

● Colin will continue to chair this meeting. 

Presidential Address 

● Colin would like to thank everyone for their hard work. He also wanted to 

specifically thank Eileen for the website, Liam for his creative write 

nights, and Caitlyn for filling in in Colin’s absence. This year has been 

incredibly inclusive so far. 

Reports on SAGE Activities 

● Academic Rep: Torin 

○ The library will be finished sooner than expected, possibly by 

December and there are specific spaces for Grad students. 

■ Vince in the library wants to remind everyone that he is 

always available for consultation and encourages people to 

request books. 

○ There has been a decrease in grad enrollment, not only in 

Concordia. 

○ The faculty is still discussing and planning the co-op program for 

both academic and creative students. Their research has shown that 

it is especially successful for creative students. 

■ Colin: Can we use this to reignite the conversation about 

academic students taking creative classes? 

● It is suggested that Liam could bring this up at the 

next creative meeting. 

 



 
 

● Caitlyn: This will be a hard sell because workshops are 

already huge. Takes away resources from creative 

students. Creative classes can be viewed as detrimental 

to the academic program. 

○ The department is discussing creating a full-time faculty position 

instead of two part-time (LTA) faculty. 

■ Class sizes would jump from 50 to 70. (200-level courses?) 

■ Would mean more support and hiring for TAs. 

■ Everyone wants to makes sure the LTAs know their contracts 

might not be renewed. 

■ Discussion of the advantages/disadvantages of this decision.  

● More money for the department, less opportunities upon 

graduating. 

○ Ann-Marie MacDonald has videos online 

○ Danielle Bobker said there is a website update going on. Less 

clicks, more info. 

○ Potential remissions for profs. Profs to share the load (literary 

pedagogy.) Way to offer more support to TAs, comp instructors. 

■ Sara: Composition intro was not good at getting us prepared. 

● Conversation we maybe want to have later. 

○ Website still says that there is a thesis option for MA students. 

Complicated to get it removed. 

■ Torin: There should at least be a rational/explanation on the 

website about how they do not recommend the thesis and that 

you do not need it to get into a PhD program. 

○ The department is looking at reinstating a drama and creative 

writing award. 

● Creative Rep: Liam is absent but his first meeting will be Friday. 

○ Caitlyn thinks we should try reporting to the council more 

regularly. Type up the talking points and post them to the 

website/Facebook after meetings. 

TA Kitchen Access 

● Torin: A lot of support for the keypad idea. 

 



 
 

○ Torin called the Facilities Management who priced it out. $250-300 

for a unit. $60 for an hour of labour. All in all, probably about 

$450 to buy a used keypad and have it installed. 

● Hoping to have it up and running for the January return. 

Finance 

● GSA Departmental Allocation 

○ We have not received the allocation cheque for this year. But last 

year it did not come until February. 

● Budget 

○ Current balance is $1101.86 including Headlight’s $350 

■ Our actual funds are around $750-ish before allocation 

(approx. $900). Afterwards will be around $1600. 

○ Our expenses will be around $1300 so we will still have a surplus.  

● Bank Accounts 

○ Rachel got a second account made for Headlight. 

Graduate Colloquium 

● Currently pricing McKibbins for the social night. 

● Confirmed Keynote: Lee Maracle 

● Torin: Small grants folding was rough, so we have less money this year. 

○ Colin: There will maybe be some extra from SAGE. 

● The colloquium is open to undergrads and we want to advertise that. 

○ Send emails to undergrad profs to advertise, especially creative 

writing because we make room for that. Caitlyn will pass the CFP on 

to UCalgary. 

● We need a small intro for the colloquium for Bonnie for the website.  

○ Eileen is up for writing this. 

Headlight Anthology 

● Next term we will invite someone from Headlight to come to meetings. 

● Deadline is December 15. 

Social 

● Concordia Write Nights 

○ Got $300 from CCSL for printing costs. 

 



 
 

■ Chapbook and posters. Maybe publish writing on the posters. 

Maybe put them in washrooms. 

○ A lot of interest and people joining on Facebook. 

○ Liam’s event seemed to be successful. 

○ Want to start bringing in more first years and PhD students. 

■ People who can continue and take over next year. 

○ SAGE might be able to help financially or in getting the word out. 

○ Get a formal report from CWN because it is not a small thing 

anymore. 

○ Stephanie Bolster and Kate Sterns will be doing workshops with CWN 

next term. 

● Yoga Nights 

○ Going well. At least 4-5 students every week. 

○ Emphasizes balance for students. 

○ Needs advertisement as well. 

○ Also Laura (a PhD student) is going to teach next semester as well 

as Amanda. So there will be even more options. 

● Study Breaks 

○ Room 646 is booked for November 26 1-5:00PM for movie watching 

■ Nightmare Before Christmas and one other. 

○ Room 659 next Thursday 3-6:00PM is also booked. 

○ We need to harass more people about it. 

■ Colin will post about the closest event and Caitlyn about the 

other on Facebook. 

● New Initiatives 

○ One student is interested in doing a spelling bee in the new year. 

■ We can maybe help fund her $50-100. 

○ Final year prom party. 80s theme. 

■ Let’s save money for that. 

■ $10 prom tickets and you get free drinks. (To pull together a 

bit more money.) 

■ In a gymnasium? 

Other Business 

● None 

Adjournment 

 



 
 

● First: Caitlyn, Second: Sara, Approved: unanimous 

 


