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Approval of the Agenda 
Agenda distributed via e-mail. 
 
Motion to approve the agenda. 
Moved: Alanna 
Seconded: Megan 
Approved 
 

Approval of the Minutes 
Motion to approve last GA’s minutes (distributed via e-mail). 
Moved: Carrie 
Seconded: Sara  



Approved 
 

Chair's Remarks 
Priority of this meeting is to move efficiently through the agenda today in order to submit it this week 
to get budget allocation approved. This is important so that other SAGE bodies (Colloquium, Headlight 
anthology) can be eligible for GSA funding. 
 

President's Remarks 
Carrie and Colin have been working on the allocation of the budget for the English department. 
Numbers may vary depending on whether GSA is providing $11 or $13 dollars per head. We are trying 
to figure out how to get money from the GSA, and from there how we can fund all of the special 
projects within the department, as well as provide stipends to students for conference travel costs. 
 

Reports 

GSA 
General Assembly on Thursday; all students pay fees that go toward GSA so be sure to get involved 
and stay informed. 

 
Academic 
Megan: Class sizes are up and the university can't do anything about that because grad classes with 
fewer than 10 students will be cancelled; the grad lounge has been taken away from students for 
another project, and for now we are dealing with a smaller space. 
 

Creative 
Caitlyn: While the undergraduate program is being restructured, this doesn't affect grads. Caitlyn says 
there will be several reading events through the year organized through the creative writing side. 
 

TRAC 
Isabelle (via e-mail): (our TA union) is currently under investigation because of sketchy things with the 
leaders of the organization (Isabelle is absent today because she is testifying); the TRAC General 
Assembly will be held after this investigation; in order to participate students must bring their contracts 
from this year or last year. Ask Isabelle for more info.  

 
Colloquium 
Colin: This year the grad colloquium will be extending to two days of panels. It will be held from 
February 27 to March 1. A creative night will be held at Kafein on Friday, February 27 and the 
following two days of panels will place an emphasis on the integration, juxtaposition, and dialogue 
between creative and academic presentations. Our keynote speaker (the poet laureate from Toronto, 



George Elliott Clarke) has been confirmed and our Call For Papers is live. 
 

Headlight 
Ffionn: Everything is on track for this year: budget applications are in process, and we are involved 
with various graphic designers. We are currently assembling a team of editors and our call for 
submissions will be released for the period from November 1 to December 9. 
 

Budget 
Colin: There has been a carry-over from last year of $1148; we are currently expecting  $858 dollars 
from GSA (there are 78 active members at 11 dollars per head). If this follows through, $2006.08 will 
be our budget for this year to provide toward student activities. 
 
Breakdown: Halloween and Christmas events will be allotted $100 each ($400 in total for social 
functions); Coffee Talks are moderate (coffee and tea are provided); one has been held and two more 
are scheduled currently. The Colloquium will receive $500 and Headlight will receive $300 (these 
numbers may be renegotiated); this leaves us with $300 allocated to conferences and stipends (on a 
case by case basis). There will be $456 dollars in bank from carry-over, depending on other expenses. 
The SAGE website is in progress (courtesy of Caitlyn): for conference stipends, SAGE help to their 
utmost to provide money for student travel/conference costs. 
 
Small Grants will also provide funding: if you are going to a conference out of province, you have to 
save receipts and apply with a full report. 
Motion to approve the budget. 
Moved: Carrie 
Seconded: Sara 
Unanimous 
 

By-laws 
Past by-laws were ten years old and inadequate for the function of SAGE; new by-laws will be based on GSA's by-laws in 
order that these organizations align well together. There is an amendment to section 5.5 that prohibits double-votes (if you 
have more than one position on Council you will still be allotted only one vote). 

 
Election by-laws 
We now have descriptions for the responsibilities of the councillors and academic reps (these were just 
titles before); there will be more by-laws to govern the process of general election added later (because 
SAGE is dealing with an important deadline now, we are leaving the “writing” of these laws for later); 
this election by-law restructuring will be done in the winter, and will be ready for approval at first GA 
in winter term. Mainly, we will be moving the election process from fall to spring so that we don't have 
to deal with this bullshit carrying over into the new year especially with GSA deadlines. In the new 
election procedure, positions will become available in the summer. Right now the ability to transfer 
banking power is difficult when we're waiting in the fall term. 
 
These by-laws (proposed by Megan) are not written in stone and can be amended, given that two-thirds 



of the assembly agrees to do so. If there are any questions about by-laws ask Megan. They will be 
changed for next session. When the year-end review comes around, that's when we will hold the GA 
assembly. There will be an emphasis on transparency; minutes will be available upon demand to all 
students. 
 
Motion to approve the by-laws. 
Moved: Megan 
Seconded: Caitlyn 
Unanimous 
 

Announcements 
Alanna is filling the VP Social role right now, and has announcements regarding a grad Halloween 
party (Friday at Courtney/Chris/Carrie's place, family-friendly, wear a costume, snacks and alcohol 
provided but contributions welcomed); on the weekend we could attend Rocky Horror Picture Show if 
there is enough interest (so let her know right away so she can get a deal); Sara, Al and Ffionn will be 
trying to organize a few “study break” days in LB-646 with film screenings and snacks.  
 
Any students interested in submitting for conferences, the SAGE Coffee Talk with Cynthia Quarrie on 
writing abstracts will be useful (Friday, October 24, 1pm, LB-646). 
 

Other Business and Q&A 
The grad Christmas party will be held by Alanna (after final papers are submitted, but before everyone 
leaves); we could have an opt-in Secret Santa for those interested. 
 
Thinking about the importance of etiquette/protocol and the skill of cold-e-mailing profs about using 
their name to apply for programs elsewhere, etc: Alanna wants to organize an event in which 
experienced people in academic etiquette present/give a crash course on this topic. Grad Pro Skills may 
also provide similarly-oriented sessions. 
 
Stay tuned for Jeff Weingarten and Jesse Arsenault, talking about “the PhD experience” (11:30 a.m., 
November 13, LB-646).  
 

Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Moved: Megan 
Seconded: Caitlyn 
Unanimous 
 


